
 

  

Advice to Queensland Advisory Panel Chairs and Clubs on the impact of 

COVID 19 on events in 2020 

The Motorsport Australia Queensland State Council Executive has established a 

working group comprising all of the State Council Executive and the Chairperson of 

each Queensland Advisory Panel.  Its task is to review the impacts on motorsport 

events across all disciplines within Queensland as a result of the rapidly evolving 

Government responses and restrictions necessary to fight the COVID 19 pandemic 

over a period that is likely to last for at least 6 months.  

The working group held a teleconference on Monday 23 March 2020 and 

considered input from events that have been run to date.  In their discussions, the 

working group reaffirmed a commitment to meeting the requirements of Government 

and applying the directions of Motorsport Australia to ensure the safe conduct of 

smaller grassroots events and the protection of members and the community. 

The working group also considered feedback on the impacts of the restrictions of 

both intrastate and interstate travel on potential event participants and the extent to 

which officials may be available to manage larger scale events such as State 

Championship rounds which normally attract higher public interest and larger fields.  

The impact of social distancing on the size and layout of pit paddocks, service 

parks, time control locations and any small scale spectator area is also a critical 

issue. 

In the end result, the working group resolved that: 

• Each Advisory Panel will work with Clubs to review each event that is 

scheduled to be held over the period from now to 31 May 2020, and consider 

the impacts of the current Government restrictions and the directives from 

Motorsport Australia on the delivery of those events; 

• Where a Club determines that an event cannot reasonably meet all of these 

requirements, that Club should either cancel that event or postpone it to a 

date to be determined when the effects of the pandemic are sufficiently 

reduced or negated; 

• Where an event Permit has already been issued, State Council will work with 

Motorsport Australia to develop a streamlined process that can be used to 

“restart” the postponed event as soon as possible. 

• Where a Club determines that a smaller scale event can safely proceed, it 

must liaise with the relevant Panel and Motorsport Australia to ensure that all 

Government and Motorsport Australia requirements and safeguards are met. 

The working group will meet again in late April to review what further measures 

need to be taken having regard to the Government restrictions at that time. 



 

  

The working group recognises that the cancellation or postponement of a State 

Championship status event will affect the viability of the 2020 Championship if 

insufficient dates can be allocated in the current calendar year. To address this, 

Queensland State Council will consider submissions from Panels to amend current 

sporting regulations to make a Championship viable.   Other options may also be 

considered.  For example, it has been suggested that a 2020/21 Queensland Rally 

Championship could be run over a longer period with some events conducted in the 

latter part of 2020 and the remainder conducted during 2021.  This suggestion could  

be applied to other disciplines. 

It is important that Clubs and competitors understand that all members of the 

working group are committed to retaining a viable Queensland motorsport “family” 

which will deliver the best possible sporting and community outcomes during and 

after this very challenging time. 

Therefore, on behalf of the Motorsport Australia Queensland State Council, I ask 

affiliated clubs to consider the four (4) dot points above and take the appropriate 

actions.  Please understand that the above actions are not aimed to stop all 

motorsport in Queensland.  Rather, they are designed to identify those events that 

cannot be delivered under the current restrictions and also position us to achieve 

the most effective “re-start” of our sport “post pandemic”.  

Should you have any questions, please liaise direct with your relevant Advisory 

Panel or contact me on 0438 014918 or at paulwoodward9@bigpond.com . 

 

Paul Woodward 

Chair 

Queensland State Council 

Motorsport Australia 

24 March 2020 
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