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Welcome to 2014. The year has kicked off with major 
events already done and dusted including Targa Wrest 
Point – attracting around 100 entries for a two day Targa 
Rally in Tasmania, and the Bathurst 12 Hour – proving to be 
an exciting addition to the motor sport calendar. 

A reminder that this newsletter is issued to improve the 
communication with Scrutineers across the country. 
Communication works best when all are involved, so if you 
have something to say or issues that need to be raised then 
send them through to technical@cams.com.au 

FAKE SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT

Recently CAMS Technical 
posted a “buyer beware” 
piece through our social 
network, sharing some advice 
we received on the availability 
of FAKE safety harnesses, 
advertised on a common 
internet sales web site. These 
harnesses, for all intents and 
purposes, looked and felt 
like the real deal and were 
advertised at a third of the 
price of the genuine item.

How to tell a FAKE from the 
real thing

Unfortunately this is not a 
simple task as those that 
make the fakes appear to be 
quick to rectify any issues 
that cause them to be easily 
identified as a FAKE! In the 
case of these harnesses the 
tell-tale signs are:

1. The buckle, in particular 
the screws in the back were 
phillips head and of poor 
quality - not the TORX style 
of the original.

2. Buckle and mount clips - 
originals are stamped with 
a code – no stamp on the 
fakes.

3. The FIA Standards label 
– printed on plastic, not the 
silky material of the original.

When inspecting items 
the Scrutineer needs to be 
absolutely sure that it is a 
FAKE before making that 
competitor remove, or not 
use, the item. If in doubt you 
should ask the competitor to 
explain how they got the item, 
photograph the item including 
all markings and send to 
technical@cams.com.au so 
we can review the item with 
the manufacturer. Perhaps 
make a note in the Logbook 
that the item is being queried.

The FIA has made changes 
to the labelling requirements 
of all homologated safety 
equipment manufactured after 
01/01/2013 – keep an eye out 
for the new labels.

Over the next few weeks’ 
further information, including 
details of the new FIA labels, 
will be sent out to the relevant 
State Scrutiny Panels, 
Associations or Officiating 
panels to share with officials 
at upcoming events. We are 
sharing this information in this 
way to ensure that it is used 
responsibly and hopefully not 
fall into the wrong hands.
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CAMERAS ON HELMETS
Recently it has been brought 
to our attention that cameras 
are being mounted to helmets 
in competition. At no stage 
has CAMS provided an 
allowance for this to occur, 
therefore it is our position to 
NOT permit the mounting 
of a camera on a helmet 
unless under the following 
modification process as 
regulated by the FIA:

No helmet may be modified 
from its specification as 
manufactured, except in 
compliance with instructions 
approved by the manufacturer 
and one of the FIA-listed 
standards organisations 
which certified the model 
concerned. Any other 
modification will render the 
helmet unacceptable for the 
requirements of the present 
Article 1.

A helmet is a SAFETY 
DEVICE and should be 
treated as such. We have 
seen a camera used on a 
helmet in Formula 1 however 
that specific camera was 
tested together with the 
helmet including impact 
penetration, etc. before 
being authorised for use. 
Additionally, the helmet 

manufacturer technician 
attends the races to supervise 
the camera installation. 

If a scrutineer notices that a 
camera is fitted to or being 
used on a helmet than that 
competitor must be made 
to remove the camera – this 
may require the Clerk of 
the Course to display the 
mechanical black flag to 
the driver for the item to be 
removed.

Competitors should also be 
aware that any modification 
to the helmet may render 
the helmet invalid and not 
permitted for use in motor 
sport.

http://www.facebook.com/CAMSmotorsport


OFF ROAD – TRIENNIAL INSPECTIONS
The CAMS Australian Off Road Commission (AORCom) has 
implemented the requirement for a triennial vehicle inspection 
(the inspection is required every 3rd year) for each competing 
vehicle in an effort to improve safety. Due to the limited facilities 
and time available at off road event scrutineering (particularly to 

remove panels), it is difficult to check various aspects of vehicle 
construction and compliance. The triennial vehicle inspection 
has been deemed to be the most appropriate and practicable 
means of addressing this area of risk. 

Download the relevant forms at the CAMS Website here.

Confederation of Australian Motor Sport
phone: 1300 883 959  |  email: info@cams.com.au  |  www.cams.com.au

twitter: @CAMSmotorsport | facebook: facebook.com/CAMSmotorsport

FRONTAL HEAD RESTRAINTS (FHR)
There have been a lot of rumours and bad advice circulating 
around FHR devices. The purpose of this article is to link you 
to the most up to date and factual information so that you can 
give the right advice when asked.

Currently a FHR device is not mandatory unless the specific 
Sporting and Technical Regulations state otherwise (e.g. V8 
Ute Racing or GT Championship). For the majority of CAMS 
sanctioned competition, a FHR device to FIA 8858-2010 or FIA 
8858-2002 is highly recommended.

A whole range of information regarding the testing and approval 
process can be found on the FIA website. This information is 
exceptionally good for those Scrutineers who haven’t come 
across many of the devices before. It can be accessed at 
http://www.fia.com/sport/homologation

The most important documents when dealing with FIA 
approved FHR would have to be:

• Technical List No 36- List of FIA Approved Frontal Head 
Restraint Systems (styles)

• Technical List No 41- List of Helmets Compatible with FHR 
Systems

• Technical List No 29- List of FIA-Approved FHR Systems 
According to FIA Standard 8858-2010

A common problem the Technical Department has been made 
aware of is competitor’s drilling tether posts into helmets which 
are not manufactured or certified to have a FHR device fitted. 
The helmet must be certified (which involves additional testing) 
to be able to absorb the energy the FHR produces during an 
incident.

If tether posts are not fitted and the helmet is certified to 
be used with a FHR, it is highly advisable to find a suitably 
qualified professional to fit them as per Schedule D 4.3 (C) of 
the 2014 CAMS Manual of Motor Sport.

The fitment of tether posts by anyone other than the original 
manufacturer should be avoided when possible, but if the 
original helmet manufacturer specifically allows it, it is a legal 
way to improve your own safety. 

To be completely effective a FHR device needs to work in 
conjunction with the safety harness, seat, helmet and body of 

the wearer – over the coming months the Technical Department 
will be sharing more information in regards to these important 
safety devices.
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2014 CAMS MANUAL OF MOTOR SPORT
Schedule J – Safety Cage Structures

Recently there has been an increase in registration applications 
for bolt-in cages. While the use of a bolt-in cage is acceptable 
for CAMS sanctioned events, Scrutineers are reminded to 
ensure that the connectors used with removable members 
are applicable to that specific application during the pre-log 
book inspection or when giving advice – as always refer to the 
current Schedule J in the CAMS Manual.

Schedule J, Article 16 - Removable Members

Removable members may be incorporated subject to the use 
of dismountable joints complying with Drawings J-47 to J-57. 
Such joints shall not be welded once assembled. 

Any fastener used shall have a minimum quality of 8.8 (ISO 
standard). 

Dismountable joints complying with Drawings J-47, J-50, 
J-53, J-56 and J-57 shall be used only for attaching optional 
members and reinforcements described by Article 12.2. They 
are not permitted for joining the upper parts of the main roll 
bar, the front roll bar, the lateral half roll bars or the lateral roll 
bars (refer Drawings J-2, J-3 and J-4).

Article 16 sets out the limitations for the approved removable 
connectors. Special attention needs to be made to the 
connectors which are not permitted to be used in the basic 
structure of the cage or for mandatory members.

For example: By the looks of the photo below, this joint 
would be closest to a variation of J-47. While the use of this 
connector is acceptable for an optional member it would not be 
acceptable for use in the basic structure of the cage.

Schedule L – Vehicle Log Books

Schedule L has been updated for the 2014 CAMS Manual 
of Motor Sport to assist Competitors and Officials with 
understanding the regulations around log books and when they 
are required. It would be worthwhile to familiarise yourself with 
the new format so you can locate information quickly when 
required.

As per Schedule L, a log book is primarily a tool to record 
all the information about the vehicle, its competition history, 
ownership and a way for scrutineers to communicate from 
event to event if any issues have arisen. A log book does not 
provide evidence that a vehicle complies with any given set of 
regulations. 

For a vehicle to be deemed eligible for the category it has been 
entered in, the vehicle needs to physically comply with all the 

Technical Regulations for that category. In short, just because 
the vehicle is log booked as Group 3J- Improved Production 
Cars does not automatically mean it complies with those 
regulations or is eligible for that group or category

Vehicles can also enter events in a group for which the vehicle 
has not been log booked as, for example, a 3C RCO Tarmac 
Rally Car can enter a circuit event in an applicable group 
provided the vehicle is eligible, and has been modified to suit 
those Technical Regulations as required.

Scrutineers should also take the time, when available, to review 
the details in the Log Book with the vehicle and to also check 
that no conditions are applied to that vehicle in competition – 
this is noted on the first page of the log book under Restrictions 
/ Remarks.

FUNNY, BUT NO LAUGHING MATTER!
Check this out! – A photo at a recent event…Keep your eyes 
open people!
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SFI standards and requirements for recertification

State Scrutiny contacts and proposed training dates

Schedule H – Fire Extinguishers
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